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The 4m by 15m balcony was the reason Ms Cindy Chiang bought the five-room Telok Blangah flat.

It gave her a space to store her plants,

including the Cephalotus follicularis (below), which is found
naturally in South West Australia. PHOTOS: CHEW SENG KIM. CINDY CHIANG.

Carni-val central

There are more than 200
species of carnivorous plants in
teacher Cindy Chiang's balcony
nicholas yong.

rowing carnivorous plants has not been
what teacher Gindy Chiang, 37, first

thought it would be.
As a girl, she watched Little Shop OF
Horrors and came away ‘“really

impressed”. In the 1986 Hollywood movie, a timid.
Slorist grows a giant plant that feeds on human
blood and speaks in  deep voice, It even sings.

“When I found out the real thing was not like
that, it was like a bubble had burst. T was a bit disap-
pointed,” she says with a laugh.

Nevertheless, the film does have some basis in
Teality: The Nepenthes Raja, a pitcher plant variety,
can grow up to 30cm in height and has been known
to trap small mammals such
as rodents.

Fifteen years after she first
started collecting them, Ms
Chiang now has more than
200 species of carnivorous
plants in the balcony of her
five-room flat in Telok Blan-
gab. They include the Raffle-
siana, Ampullaria and Graci-
1is, all native to Singapore. They are members of the
Nepenthes family of pitcher plants.

The plants are mostly ordered online and import-
ed from nusseries in Malaysia, Australia and Europe.
S0 far, she has spent as much as $10,000 and sells
off extra plants as they are easy to propagate.

She has accrued enough know-how to write a
ook on how to keep one’s predatory plant happy.
Titled Carnivorous Plants In The Tropics, it is
aimed at beginners and will be launched at the Singa-
pore Garden Festival next week.

She says people who find out aboat her collection
usually “raise an eyebrow” - not because she grows
flesh-cating plants but because she is a woman who
does so. She notes wryly: “They expect me to grow
‘more lady-like plants, maybe something more dain-

collectors’ series

Cindy Chiang

ty, like orchids.”

Even her hus-
‘band, sales manager
Lawrence Ng, had
his doubts initially.

She recalls that
he used to wonder
why she did not
grow _orchids of
Toses instead, since
“the flowers are nic-
er”. But Mr Ng, 39,
who has been “very.
supportive” of her passion, also keeps a camnivorous
species of his own: arowana fish, which he feeds
with mealworms.

For her, it all started at a young age when her
father would constantly talk about a certain,
unusual plant he had once grown at home. “He
didn't even know it was carnivorous,” she recalls.

‘She finally found out what the plant was in prima-
1y school when she learnt about plants that ate in-
sects in class. Although
“hooked” then, she started
buying the plants only when
she started working in her
20,

Then, the information on
growing such plants was not
readily available and the hob-
by was expensive: Local nurs=
cries did not stock them, 50
she had to order them online.

‘She spent $40 to §60 on each plant, which mea=
sured no more than 15cm long. The price included
shipping costs and certificates by the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora, an international agreement to
ensure that trade does not threaten wildlife species
with extinction.

While the plants - at §15 to §25 — are cheaper
these days and local nurseries are selling relatively.
common species such as the Rafflesiana, she still
has to go online to find more exotic ones.

She warns prospective growers against expecting
the plants to be pest-control agents: “They will actu~
ally attract more ants, because they produce nectar.”
nicy@sph.com.sg





1

[image: image2.jpg]